
FREE broadband - progress report
We received the £50,000 grant from Kent County
Council just before the end of December so it is all
systems go. We are in discussions with some prime
sites where signals will originate and be sent onwards
to the next receiving aerial and finally it will arrive at
your house.
We are busy contacting properties to secure their
owners' agreement to having an aerial on their roof.
Less intrusive than a television aerial, a cable runs
down to a small box. An electricity supply is needed
and this uses the equivalent of two light bulbs.
Installation is by CUK's expert team.
If you would like your property considered as a
repeater site then do email me your full address and
telephone contact number. In return for helping us
achieve our community objective you will receive the
up to 4Mbps signal FREE.

In readiness for the availability of Sandgate's own free
broadband service I have started working with
communityUK's web design team to create the Sandgate
communityUK (SCUK) portal page (see wip on the right).
This is the page that you will always arrive at when you
log in to SCUK and will contain information about
Sandgate, its various community groups and events etc.
At the moment the Community Partners' section lists the
following:

When the name is clicked it will take you to their web
site. If your organisation isn't listed do send me details
and I will add it. There is also an events section to which,
once up and running, you can add your own events.



CommunityUK aim to provide help to resolve
any technical problems and get you back up
and running as quickly as possible.

If you are still online or are able to use
another connection to go online they will
encourage you, in the first instance, to use
the email link below. If you are unable to go
online, then you can contact them using their
Helpline Number.

The Helpdesk is constantly
monitored and you will have
a response within a
maximum of 24 working
hours.

This help facility will only be
available once the
Sandgate broadband
scheme is up and running
and you have registered.

Another benefit of partnering with
communityUK is that they have their own
radio station. Why not go to http://
communityuk.net and click on the radio icon
and listen and enjoy. The radio station also
attends outside events so expect to see them
at this years Sea & Food Festival.

Of course, there is no point in having a free
efficient broadband system if you don't have
a computer so Sandgate Community Trust
will be making arrangements with local
computer service providers to refurbish
unused lap tops etc and sell them on at an
affordable low price.

If you have an old computer or lap top that
you have replaced and wish to contribute it
to this scheme, do let me know the make
etc and we will collect, remove any files
(we'll give them back to you on a disk) and
refurbish.

The Trust will also be creating a benevolent
fund to which Sandgate residents can apply
for funding assistance for a much needed
lap top or computer.

Up to 4Mbps broadband FREE for you
By allowing a WiFi aerial to be installed on your house
you not only assist us in our community objective to
provide Sandgate with up to 2Mbps free but you will
also qualify for up to 4Mbps FREE for yourself.

Please email me at david@sandgatecommunitytrust.co.uk

SCUK’s Community News section is
Sandgate's own on-line Community
Newspaper – available 24/7, 365 days a
year.

And don't forget that this is genuinely YOUR
local news. Many of the articles will be
written by local community “e-Journalists”
who will come from all sections and age
groups within Sandgate.

Reports can be on local events, local sports
news, local achievements, local government
news, school news and more. Whatever the
topic, if it’s happening within Sandgate, you
will find out about it here. And if you have
ever fancied trying your hand at journalism
then why let us know. If you have a story you
feel is worth publishing, then just email us
with the story (including any relevant
photographs) at easyblog@communityuk.net
with the words "SCUK NEWS" in the subject
line.


